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This records a key or other decision taken by an Executive Member, the Cabinet or Cabinet 
Sub-Committee in accordance with the Council’s scheme of Delegations (as set out in 
Section D of Part 3 of the Council’s Constitution). 
 
Unless the Leader and the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Commission certify that 
the matter is so urgent that the normal five-day scrutiny delay on action should not apply, 
then this decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of five 
working days after the publication of the decision, unless called in under the call-in 
procedures as set out in Section D of Part 3 of the Council’s Constitution. 
 

Portfolio/Cabinet Cabinet 

Report Title (& Reference No.) Local Council Tax Support 

Summary Background To seek Cabinet’s agreement and recommend to Council 
that the recommendations within the report be approved. 

Author/Contact Officer  Rob Walker (Assistant Director of Commissioning) 

Ward(s) Affected All Wards 

Urgent? No 

Key Decision? Yes It is significant in terms of its effect on communities 
living or working in an area comprising one or more wards 

In Forward Plan? Yes 

Date Decision Taken Tuesday, 8 January 2013 

Date Published Thursday, 10 January 2013 

Call-In Expiry N/A 

Exempt Information? No 

Decision (Action Agreed) RECOMMEND to Council that: 
 

1) the new Council Tax Support Scheme be approved; 
 
2) an application be made for a Transitional Grant and 

the draft Local Council Tax Support scheme be 
amended to reflect the grant scheme criteria; and 

 
3) technical changes be made in regard to the 

collection of Council Tax. 



Reasons(s) Reasons 
 
It was recommended that Cabinet agreed the new 
Local Council Tax Support Scheme and 
recommended it to Council for adoption. 
 
It was further recommended that Breckland 
Council applied for a Transitional Grant and 
amended the draft Local Council Tax Support 
scheme to reflect the grant scheme criteria. 
 
The new criteria were largely consistent with those 
consulted upon; the only difference being 8.5% 
limit on increased council tax liability.  In applying 
for the grant, Breckland Council will minimise the 
impact on benefit recipients, for at least one year, 
of reductions in council tax support. 
 
There were a number of different criteria which 
could be used to deliver a local scheme. Other 
billing authorities were expected to agree some 
different arrangements reflecting their own local 
circumstances.  The proposals put forward here 
largely reflect the current policies for the award of 
council tax benefit but reflect the reduced level of 
funding available by capping the maximum award 
[in line with the Transitional Grant Criteria]. 
 
To deliver the required saving from changes to the 
Council Tax scheme alone, without the 
Transitional Grant and with no income from 
technical changes to Council Tax exemptions, 
would lead to a reduced level of support across all 
working age claims by approximately 25%. 
 
It would be possible for the Council to meet the 
shortfall in funding from the Council’s budget. 
However, this would also create a pressure on the 
other major precepting authorities’ budgets and 
was inconsistent with the approach agreed across 
Norfolk. 
 

Options OPTIONS 
 
Council Tax Support 
 
1) Do nothing.  If the Council did not adopt a 

LCTS scheme based on agreed local criteria 
then the Government’s “default scheme” 
would be implemented. 

 
2) To agree and recommend to Council that the 

draft Local Council Tax Support scheme – 
which formed the basis of consultation – be 
finalised and adopted in Breckland. 



 
3) To apply for a Transitional Grant and amend 

the draft Local Council Tax Support scheme 
to reflect the grant scheme criteria. 

 
Technical Changes 
 

1) Do nothing.  If the Council did not make 
technical changes to Council Tax exemptions 
then the funding shortfall would have to met 
by the Local Council Tax Support scheme 
with less support for working age claimants. 

2) To agree and recommend to Council that 
technical changes be made to the collection 
of Council Tax as described above and in 
line with the other billing authorities in Norfolk 
and in agreement with Norfolk County 
Council. 

 

Further Information FINAL Breckland Council Tax Support Report 
B 130124 LCTS scheme 
Breckland LCTS Draft Policy 


